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The Reimer Diatom Herbarium at Iowa Lakeside Laboratory (ILL) contains 3,280 
permanent diatom slides of collections made from prairie potholes, alkaline fens, acid 
bogs, eutrophic lakes, saline lakes, Pleistocene paleolakes, and Miocene fossil deposits 
near ILL. The herbarium has a focus on collections made within Dickinson County, a 
region with an important legacy of study by students and visiting researchers from the 
US, Canada, and international institutions. The herbarium is well documented by taxon 
and location catalogues. The taxon card catalogue contains over 2,800 records 
referencing 67 genera, and the location catalogue references collection sites from 51 
counties in 16 states. Curated slides include over 300 species identifications made, or 
verified, by C.W. Reimer. Most curated slides have diatom specimens identified to 
species, circled with a diamond objective marker, and often the specimen position is 
indicated on the slide label. Six holotypes are included in the herbarium and we present 
the first light micrograph images of the type specimens. We present documentation of the 
contents and current condition of the herbarium and report that it is now available to 
researchers for scientific study. Many of the sites represented in the Reimer Diatom 
Herbarium are the same locations visited each year by students and visiting researchers at 
ILL, resulting in an important resource for monitoring environmental change, resolving 
taxonomic issues, and understanding species distributions in unique habitats.   
 


